



[image: ]

COLAC YACHT CLUB SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
SEASON 2010 /2011
1  Rules:
All races shall be conducted under the current racing rules of the I.Y.R.U. 2009-2012, the requirements of the A.Y.F., safety regulations of the A.Y.F., the requirements of the V.Y.C. and the class rules for each boat entered (except as any of these  altered by the sailing instructions).  Y.A. Special Regulations Part 1, Regulation Part 5.  Personal flotation devices shall apply for all racing. All races are conducted as Race Category 5, Y.A. Special Regulations Part 2.
2 Eligibility:
Crews to consist of members of the Colac Yacht Club who have paid their subscriptions for the current racing year prior to the deadline set by the committee of the Colac Yacht Club, Honorary Members and non members as prescribed in the club’s constitution.
Honorary members cannot sail more than three race days in the same season.
Yachts sailing with crew members that do not comply with these regulations shall be considered as non starters.
3  Entries:
Entries on the prescribed form must be lodged by 1.30pm on race day, with the O.O.D. accompanied by a race fee as set by the Colac Yacht Club.
4  Handicaps:
All pennant races shall be handicapped on the system adopted by the Colac Yacht Club.
Any change of skipper or sail number for any race is to be notified to the O.O.D. prior to the close of entries.
Any boat performing Rostered Officer of the Day duties will be awarded the average points for its best five races.
5  Number of Discards:
These shall be determined as follows:
· 15 or more pennant races sailed, then the number of discards shall be three
· 11-14 pennant races sailed, then the number of discards shall be two
· 10 pennant races sailed, then the number of discards shall be one
A minimum of nine pennant races must be sailed to constitute a pennant series.
6  Number of Starters:
A minimum of two boats must start in a group to be counted as a pennant race and three registered boats are required to make a series.
7  Marks:
Lake Bullen Merri:
Marks shall consist of three yellow marks:
1. Immediately in front of the south beach
2. In the north west corner of the lake
3. In the north east corner of the lake
Two Clearance markers shall be placed approximately 150 metres to the east and west of the south beach mark.
8  Course:
To be notified by the O.O.D. at briefing on race day.
9  Starting Line:
To be a straight line between the race control base and the south beach mark.
All starting and recall signals shall be made only from the race control base.
10  Finishing Line:
Unless otherwise stated, between the race control base and the south beach mark.
11  Starting Procedure:
Races will be started as follows:  This alters RRS 6.  Times shall be taken from the visual signals, the failure of the sound system shall be disregarded.
Classes/divisions will start at 3 minute intervals.  The O.O.D. shall notify the starting order on the day of racing.
The course flag and code flags will be flown from Race Control Base prior to the warning signal.
The starting signal will be made 3 minutes after the preparatory signal.
Warning Signal 		Division flag(s) raised 	1  Sound Signal
Preparatory Signal	Cod Flag “P” raised	1 Sound Signal
Starting Signal		Code Flag “P” lowered	1 Sound Signal
			Division(s) flag lowered
The Start of the previous division(s) shall be the 3 minute preparatory signal for the next division(s), with the next division(s) flag(s) and code flag “P” being raised without delay.  This procedure shall be repeated for each subsequent start.
12  Recalls
· Individual Recalls will be in accordance with RRS 29.  Where one or more yachts have started prematurely, 1 Sound Signal may be made and the division(s) flag(s) re-raised until all offending yachts have returned and started correctly or for such shorter periods as the starter considers reasonable.  
The responsibility of returning to start correctly shall rest with the yacht(s) concerned.
· General Recall:  Where there is a number of unidentified premature starters or an error has been made in the starting procedure, the starter may make a General Recall.  General Recall shall be indicated by the display of International Code Flag “First Substitute” accompanied by TWO sound signals.
The recalled group(s) will then start after all other divisions have started.
13  Shorten Course
Races may be shortened at any mark of the course.  This will be signalled by displaying Code Flag “S” and 2 Sound Signal on the rescue boat or on the finish line at the Race Control Base.
Shortening of individual divisions will be by the display of Code Flag “S” and 2 Sound Signal and the display of class flags for division(s) involved.
The finish line will be between the committee boat and the buoy at marks 2 and 3.



14  Time Limit
Should the leading yacht in each division fail to cross the finish line within 3 hours of the start, the race shall be declared abandoned by the sound of 3 Sound Signal and the display of Code Flag  “N” over ”A” (all races are abandoned. No more racing today).
All boats sailing in that division must finish within 1 hour of the leading yacht  of that division or will be recorded as DNF.

15  Cancellation, Postponement and Abandonment
Shall be in accordance with I.Y.R. U. RRS 32 for each division.
16 Protests
Intention to Protest shall be lodged with the O.O.D. prior to the return to the Colac Yacht Club on the day of racing; together with a fee of $20 for senior members and $5 for a junior member.
Protests to be submitted on the prescribed form available from the Sailing Committee.
Protests will be heard at a time notified by the Sailing Committee.
All protests must comply with I.R.Y.U. RRS 60.
17  Alteration to Instructions
The Sailing Committee may alter the Sailing Instructions by notice at Race Base.  Indication of this is displayed by Code Flag “L” at Race Base, together with a sound signal. 
18 Alternative Penalties
The 720 degree penalty - RRS 44 will apply for boats sailing in the monohulls and trailable division and 360 degree turns for catamarans.
19  Indemnity
All those taking part in Colac Yacht Club races do so at their own risk and responsibility.  The Colac Yacht Club is not responsible for the sea worthiness of a yacht which entry is accepted or the sufficiency or adequacy of its equipment.
The Colac Yacht Club reserves the right to refuse an entry.  Attention is drawn to Fundamental Rule B, which states inter alia
	“...it shall be the sole responsibility of each yacht to decide whether or not to start or to continue to race.”
20  Safety
Fundamental Rule A to apply – “every yacht shall render all possible assistance to any vessel or person in peril, when in a position to do so.”
The welfare of junior members will take precedence over any activity.
A yacht that alleges that its finish position has been materially prejudiced through no fault of its own by rendering assistance with Fundamental Rule A may request redress from the Protest Committee.
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